XIII
BERTIL LARSSON (12630) was born about 1530, and as indicated by his patronymic, the son of a certain Lars or Laurentius whose origins are unknown.  Bertil Larsson is first named in sources among other prominent Gävle ship owning burghers when he appears as a ship owner in a Gävle cargo list from the summer of 1559.  Bertil’s ship was listed as 40 läster (80 tons), with a cargo of iron, saw parts, buckskins, and lard bound for Danzig (Gdansk) in Poland.
Gävle received its Royal town status in 1446, and as such was the oldest city in Norrland (northern Sweden).  The town grew rapidly, and already by 1526 only Stockholm paid more taxes to the Swedish Crown in. 

At the coronation of Erik XIV as King of Sweden in 1561, Erik for the first time in the nation’s history created counts and barons from among the higher nobility.  With these new titles came new obligations due the crown, which in turn reverberated into changes in the freedoms, requirements, and taxation of Swedish towns.  A consequence of these changes was that when towns failed to fully meet all their obligations and debts the towns Royal privileges could be withdrawn.  Gävle at the time was one of Sweden’s most important towns, handling commerce from the north of Sweden and Finland.  Its burghers held advantageous fishing rights along the Baltic coast, and its townsfolk dealt in the rich trade of iron and copper from the mining districts.  The town changes made by Erik XIV did not sit well with Gävle’s burghers, and conflicts soon arose.

In April 1567 Bertil Larsson and Peder Eriksson negotiated with King Erik on behalf of the Gävle burghers.  Negotiations resulted in Gävle surrendering its town-owned ship, the Gävlebjörnen (The Gävle Bear), to the Swedish Crown in exchange for an easing of taxes and levies.  King Erik’s position was not popular and the King exhibited many signs of mental instability and insanity.  Behind the scenes the King’s family and many nobles, burghers, and town officials were upset with the King’s handling of state affairs.  Some of these began conspiring against him.

In Sept. 1568 Erik XIV was imprisoned and his half-brother Johan, the Duke of Finland, took control of the Swedish kingdom, and had Erik deposed by the Swedish Riksdag (parliament).  The burghers of Gävle were quick to try to regain earlier Royal privileges from Johan and it was Johan’s intention to grant many of Sweden’s merchant towns new Royal privileges.  In July 1569 Johan was crowned Johan III of Sweden.  In conjunction with his coronation a meeting took place with representatives from the merchant towns, including Gävle, which was quite possibly again represented by Bertil Larsson.

On St. Michael’s Mass in the summer of 1569 Gävle was destroyed by a great fire, losing even its town hall.  Only its church and a few estates were left unharmed.  King Johan III  believed that the fire was caused by arson and he suspected the deposed and imprisoned Erik to be involved in it.   At length Gävle’s burghers were granted 12 years’ freedom from taxes, as well as freedom from the town’s normal burdens and obligations so that the town could be rebuilt.  The city’s greatest burghers were each required within six years to build a stone house three stories high, and clad in brick.  Were this stipulation not to be met, the town’s taxes would be reinstated.  It is not known for certain if Bertil Latsson was one of these obligated burghers, but it seems probable, for about this time he became Gävle’s most important burgher and official, its mayor.

Bertil Larsson is named in the Gävle tänkebok (town council meeting minutes) on 10 April 1573, the earliest tänkebok for Gävle.  This was in conjunction with confirming his purchase of some land in Gävle.  Bertil presented a purchase document showing that he had purchased a small piece of land from Peter Hindersson, a former Gävle burgher who now lived in Norbo Parish, in Gävleborg County.  Bertil Larsson paid 180 marks örtug for the land, which was situated next to his own estate opposite the Gävle town gate.  The land parcel was 35.5 alnar in length and 21.5 alnar in width.

According to the records of the Gävle tänkeböker), the Gävle kammare handlingar (town records of acts and deeds), and the (domböker) court records of  Gästrikland, Bertil Larsson served as the mayor of Gävle in 1573,1575,1576,1578,1585,1587,1589, 1594, and 1597, including several of the years that Gävle was being rebuilt after the fire.

Bertil died in 1597 or later.
BERTIL LARSSON (12630) was married twice, his first wife unknown.  His second wife was Magdalena (Malin) Jacobsdotter (Grubb), the daughter of the underlawman of Västerbotten, Jacob Andersson Grubb the elder (ca.1500-1565). Magdalena (Malin) was very well connected to Gävle’s most important burghers.  She was the niece of Per Andersson (Grubb), who was Gävle’s mayor in 1525. Magdalena (Malin) was the older sister of Per Jacobsson Grubb, who was a Gävle councilman in 1635, mayor of Gävle in 1652, and part owner of Tolffors and Forsbacka forges.  Malin’s sister Sara was married first to Wellam Marcusson Ångerman, who was a Gävle councilman in 1578, 1583, 1585, 1587, and 1597 and the mayor of Gävle in 1594.  Sara was married a second time to Erik Broddesson, who served as a Gävle councilman in 1595 and 1598 and as Gävle’s mayor from 1600-1605.  Magdalena (Malin) was also the aunt (father’s sister) of Hans Andersson Grubb who served as Gävle’s mayor in 1614, 1623-25, 1627, and 1636-38.  

BERTIL LARSSON (12630) had the following known children in his first marriage:

1) ? BERTILSDOTTER (6315), who died in 1628.  She was married to the mine owner at Stora Kopparberg and  priest at Falun, Stora Kopparberg, Sweden, JOHANNES MICHAELIS CUPRIMONTANUS (6314), the son of the priest at Falun, MICHAEL ERICI HELSINGUS (12628).

BERTIL LARSSON (12630) and his second wife Magdalena (Malin) Andersdotter (Grubb), had the following children:

1) Jacob Bertilsson, who is named as the mayor of Gävle in 1606,1610,1614, and 1621.  He was married to Brita Olofsdotter, the daughter of Gävle councilman Olof Mårtensson.
2) Barbro Bertilsdotter, who married Uppsala professor and priest in Vendel Parish in Uppland, Sweden, Johannes Petri (Helsing). 

3) Lars Bertilsson, a burgher in Gävle and owner of an estate in nearby Sätra.  He was a disturbed person, often mentioned in Gävle court proceedings.  He was married to a daughter of Jacob Grelsson.

4) Malin Bertilsdotter, who married the nobleman sheriff of Ångermanland, Sweden, Måns Clemetsson (Oliveblad) of Haga Parish, Stockholm and of Vårby in Huddinge Parish, in Stockholm County, Sweden.  Måns was the son of Clemet Hansson, a secretary to Swedish Kings Gustav Vasa and Erik XIV, and Karin Ivarsdotter, the daughter of Stockholm mayor Ivar Ivarsson, who was present at a meeting which seems to have played a later role in the subsequent arrest and deposing of Erik XIV.

5) Hans Bertilsson, a burgher and merchant in Gävle.
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